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THE CLAIMS 

1 • (Original) A vehicle storage assembly for a vehicle cargo area comprising: 
a storage panel; and 

a flange portion extending outwardly from an end of said storage panel, 

wherein said flange portion is adapted to be mounted to an interior component of a 

vehicle such that said storage panel is positionable to a stowed position, and a deployed 

position for dividing at least a portion of the vehicle cargo area. 

2. (Original) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 1, wherein said 
storage panel is pivotally mounted to said interior component of said vehicle. 

3. (Original) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 1, wherein one of 
said flange and said interior component has one of a pin and an opening and the other of said 
flange and said interior component has the other of said pin and said opening to facilitate 
mounting said storage panel to said interior component. 

4. (Original) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim I, wherein said 
storage panel is. pivotally mounted such that said storage panel rotatable between said stowed 
position in which said storage panel is generally parallel to a load surface of said vehicle and 
said deployed position in which said storage panel is generally perpendicular to said load 
surface of said vehicle. 

5. (Original) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 1, wherein said 
storage panel extends across one of the length and the width of the vehicle cargo area to 
divide the vehicle cargo area. 
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6. (Original) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 1 , wherein said 
flange portion includes a first opening and a second opening in communication with one 
another, said first opening defining a first pivot point and said second opening defining a 
second pivot point, said first opening and said second opening each adapted to receive a pin 
to facilitate pivotable movement of said storage panel between said stowed position and said 
deployed position. 

7. (Currently Amended) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim ±6, 
wherein said interior component of said vehicle includes at least one spring loaded pin 
corresponding to each of said openings within said at least one flange portion. 

8. (Currently Amended) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 46, 
wherein said storage panel is flexible such that said storage panel may be compressed to 
allow said opening in said flange portion to be positioned around at least one corresponding 
pin mounted within said vehicle. 

9. (Original) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 1 , wherein said 
flange portion comprises a pair of flanges, each of said pair of flanges on a respective end of 
said storage panel, and wherein said storage panel may be mounted to said vehicle by said 
pair of flanges. 

1 0. (Withdrawn) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 1 , wherein said 
storage panel is disposed within a recess within said load surface of said vehicle when said 
storage panel is in said stowed position. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 1 , 
wherein said_storage panel rests on top of said load surface of said vehicle when said storage 
panel is in said stowed position. 
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12. (Original) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 11, wherein said 
storage panel is tapered such that an upper surface of said storage panel tapers to meet said 
load surface when said storage panel is in said stowed position. 

13. (Withdrawn) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 1, wherein said 
storage panel is movable to a shelving position in which said storage panel is generally 
parallel to a generally horizontal load surface of said vehicle and spaced vertically apart from 
said load surface. 

14. (Withdrawn) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 13, wherein said 
flange portion includes a three-point pivot shaped opening to facilitate the pivotable 
movement of said storage panel between said stowed position, said deployed position, and 
said shelving position. 

15. (Withdrawn) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 1 3, wherein said 
flange portion includes a first opening and a second opening in communication with one 
another, and a third opening in communication with said second opening. 

16. (Withdrawn) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 15, wherein said 
first opening and said third opening are spaced apart from one another by said second 
opening. 

1 7. (Withdrawn) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 13, wherein said 
first opening defines a first pivot point, said second opening defines a second pivot point, and 
said third opening defines a third pivot point, said first opening adapted to receive a pin to 
retain said storage panel in said stowed position, said second opening adapted to receive a pin 
to retain said storage panel in said deployed position, and said third opening adapted to 
receive a pin to retain said storage panel in said shelving position. 

1 8. (Original) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 1, wherein said 
storage panel includes a handle. 
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19. (Original) The vehicle storage assembly according to Claim 1, wherein said 
handle includes a pair of opposing generally C-shaped openings in said storage panel. 
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This Amendment is filed in response to the outstanding Office Action, dated May 13, 
2005, which required an election among three species of the invention as identified by the 
Examiner. In response to the Election Requirement, Applicants hereby provisionally elect 
Species A directed towards, 'Tigs. 1-4, M as identified by the Examiner. Claims 10 and 13-17 
are withdrawn. Applicants believe that Claims 1-9, 1 1, 12, 18, and 19 read on the elected 
specie. Applicants believe Claims 1, 3, 5, and 9 to be generic. The election is made with 
traverse . 

It is respectfully submitted that the subject matter of all the species is sufficiently 
related that a thorough search for the subject matter of any one species would encompass a 
search for the subject matter of the remaining species. Thus, it is respectfully submitted that 
the search and examination of the entire application could be made without series burden. 

MPEP § 803 states that "If the search and examination of an entire application can be 
made without series burden, the Examiner must examine it on the merits, even though it 
includes claims to distinct or independent inventions" (emphasis added). The Examiner 
would suffer no undue hardship by searching both species of the invention. In the absence of 
undue hardship, withdrawal of the restriction is respectfully requested. 

It is respectfully submitted that this policy should apply in the present application in 
order to avoid unnecessary delay and expense to Applicant and duplicative examination by 
the Patent Office. 

In view of the foregoing, the election is made with traverse . 

Any fees due in connection with this Amendment should be charged to Deposit 
Account No. 13-0005, 



MacMillan, Sobanski & Todd, LLC 
One Maritime Plaza, Fourth Floor 
720 Water Street 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 
(419) 255-5900 



Respectfully submitted, 




Staci E. Schweikert 
Reg. No. 52,200 
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